Livingston County Special Services Unit
    Eligibility Guidelines for the Determination of Deaf-Blindness 

Name:  _______________________________________________Date:  __________________

FEDERAL DEFINITION

Concomitant hearing and visual impairments, the combination of which causes such severe communication and other developmental and educational needs they cannot be accommodated in special education programs solely for children with deafness or children with blindness. 

This disability requires the diagnostic expertise of professionals outside the school setting.  These professionals MUST be involved in the eligibility determination process.  School personnel should collect data to support the need for additional educational services. 

The student would be considered for eligibility under the category of Deaf-Blindness if the evaluation indicates the following: 
CRITERIA

· Evidence of deafness and blindness. 

· Evidence of educational deficits. 

· These deficits are created by the deafness and blindness.

· The deficits are severe enough that the student’s educational needs cannot be met in regular educational program without special education and related services or the student will be at risk of further developmental delay. 

DECISION PROCESS 

1. Has the criteria been substantiated by convergent data? 

2. Has the criteria been measured against identified standards and/or benchmarks? 

3. Has the information been gathered by multiple sources? 

ALL THREE QUESTIONS MUST BE ANSWERED YES TO

SUPPORT THE TEAM’S ELIGIBILITY DECISION
Decision:  The student meets the criteria under the eligibility category of 

Deaf-Blindness. 

YES        NO   
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